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habits and social practices at which the high castes look askance.
An upper limit has, however, been placed to their advance in
the caste hierarchy. For, if they now claim to belong to one of
the twice born castes and insist on governmental recognition of
it, they stand to lose the politico-economic privileges to which
they are now entitled as members of the depressed castes.

Conversion to other religions results at times in some minor
modification of the material aspects of their life though the social
life of the converts often remains unaffected. But conversion
movements have suffered a serious setback because of these spe-
cial politico-economic privileges. Conversion to other religions
means losing these privileges. True, now and then, some de-
pressed class leaders threaten wholesale conversion of depress-
ed classes into other religions to get more privileges from high
caste Hindus but such leaders have no solid backing.

Administrative Action and Political Consciousness

Administrative action has been taken to stop begarl and to
remove other civic disabilities. Although this has not always
resulted in the disappearance of their disabilities, their rigour
has in many cases been diminished. Better results have, how-
ever, been achieved in other spheres.

Special efforts are being made to promote education among
the depressed classes. This is one.of the most important agen-
cies of socio-economic change and one that will become more
effective with the spread of education. The educated members
amongst them have become conscious of their political power.
This consciousness has been increased because some of them
have occupied important positions in the popular Governments.
They have made full use of their powers to improve the lot of
their brethren. But there are certain obvious limitations to such
efforts. The 'magnitude of the problem is such as to require
considerable expenditure of money which may not be possible
because of the limited financial powers of Provincial Govern-
ments under the new constitution. Then we must not forget that
there can be no separate planning for the depressed classes,
because, they do not live in isolation.

1 See note, towards the end of Chapter VIII, on ameliorative measures
initiated by popular Governments.